MINUTES CICERO TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

August 1, 2006, Town Hall 7:30 PM

Cicero Town Hall, 70 N. Byron

Call To Order: President Carl Harvey called the meeting to order and he led the Pledge of Allegiance.  President Harvey called for the roll call and the members of the Town Council were present or absent as follows: 

Present:
Carl A. Harvey



Absent: 
 Brian Selwa

Brett Foster 
Bill Holliday
Wilma Ross 

President Harvey declared a quorum present.

Others Present:
Jan Unger, Clerk Treasurer




Karen Blake, Administrative Assistant



Garry Cook, Police Chief




Pat Comer, Utilities and Street Manager




Steve Peachey, Fire Chief




Jeff Bislich, Town Engineer




Chuck Kiphart, Cicero/Jackson Township Plan 

Commission Director

Approval of Prior Minutes

Town Council Meeting Minutes of June 3, 2006 – Mr. Foster made a motion to approve the June 3, 2006 minutes.  Mr. Holliday  seconded, motion passed.
Town Council Meeting Minutes July 18, 2006 -  Mr. Foster made a motion to approve the Town Council Meeting Minutes for July 18, 2006.  Mrs. Ross seconded, motion passed.  
Executive Session Memorandum for July 25, 2006 – Mr. Foster made a motion to approve the Executive Session Memorandum for July 25, 2006.  Mrs. Ross seconded, motion passed.
Special Council Meeting Minutes July 25th, 2006 at 8:30 PM - Mr. Foster made a motion to approve the Special Council Meeting on July 25, 2006.  Mrs. Ross seconded, motion passed.

Mr. Harvey inquired about the correction Mr. Kirk Demaree requested to be made on the previously approved minutes for June 20, 2006.  Ms. Unger said that Mr. Demaree did not copy her on the e-mail and that the minutes had already been approved.  Ms. Unger said that she would attach a copy of the e-mail to the minutes if the council desired.  Ms. Unger was instructed to do so. 
Approval of Agenda

Mr. Holliday asked the Council to remove the fence issue in the Town Utility Easement as it was being worked out.  Mrs. Ross made a motion to approve the agenda as amended.  Mr. Foster seconded, passed. 
Approval of Claims

Mrs. Ross made a motion to pay the claims as presented.  Mr. Foster seconded, motion passed. 

Petitions or Comments by Citizens

Ms. Blake explained that Alex Christopher of Jackson Street Café had called to inquire about leasing the community building as a restaurant and asked to be place on the agenda.  Mr. Christopher was not in attendance.  Mrs. Ross inquired as to why the council would consider leasing the Community Building for a year when it was a community building for the benefit of the entire community.  Mr. Harvey said that the citizens had a right to discuss issues with the Council.  Mr. Holliday said that the building was zoned for a Park and not a restaurant.  
Building Commissioner Report

Mr. Chuck Kiphart distributed Permits for July 1-31, 2006.  

Mr. Kiphart distributed information to the Council on a New Urbanism Conference that was being held in Carmel. 
Mr. Kiphart informed the Council with regard to the hood/vent at Daddys ‘O Pub that he had given Mr. Coy another letter that gives him 30 days to come into compliance.  If he does not come into compliance in that amount of time then the process has started that could eventually go to appeals court if necessary.
Cicero/Jackson Township Plan Commission Report
Mr. Demaree informed the Council that the Plan Commission approved and signed the Final Plat for Wareham’s Pond Section 3.
Town Engineer Report

Mr. Jeff Bislich informed the Council that Mr. Comer, Mr. Higgins, Chief Peachey, and he would be tweaking the Construction Plans.  One issue they would like input on from the Council is the issue of separate meter pits for irrigation systems for watering yards.  Mr. Holliday said that this needed to be required. When asked the cost Mr. Holliday thought it would only cost the builder around one hundred dollars.  Mr. Comer said that it would cost the Town approximately three hundred dollars.  There was a discussion on how this would all work.  Mr. Bislich stated that currently the Construction Standards state that no irrigation system can be installed in the meter pit.  When installing an irrigations system the builder must see the water department.  Mr. Holliday and Mr. Foster concurred that the construction standards should not be changed with regard to the irrigation systems.  Mr. Bislich said that the Constructions would be ready for the next Council Meeting. 
Old Business

Council To Open Bid For Brinton Street Sidewalk Project. 
Ms. Unger said that Mr. Culp had reviewed the bid from Prater and Sons and that he said it was complete. Mr. Bislich stated that the Council had a letter he submitted stating that he had check the bid and found it to be correct.  Mr. Comer stated that he talked with the Cages that live in the house between the Library and the Park and they had not been informed that the sidewalk was going in.  Mr. Comer thought that it would be nice to send everyone a letter that would be affected letting them know what was going on.  Mr. Harvey directed Ms. Blake to send the letters. Mr. Bislich stated that the Council needed to sign the Notice of Award and Agreement and forward to Mr. Prater for signatures and Mr. Prater would need to post bond.  Mr. Holliday made a motion to accept the Bid from Prater and Sons for the Brinton Street sidewalk project.  Mr. Foster seconded, passed. 
Council To Consider Ordinance 07-13-2006-1 An Ordinance To Vacate Specific Alleys. 

Ms. Unger said that she had not heard anything from Mr. Gilman regarding the changes on the Ordinance as requested by the Council.  The Ordinance was passed at the last meeting contingent on the additions.  The Council just needs to review the changed ordinance and sign. 
Council To Hear Presentation From Mr. Jeff Burt Regarding The Hamilton County Alliance.
Mr. Burt introduced himself and stated that he would give the Council a rundown on a few items of interest to Cicero. 
1. The Alliance provided information to home builders, businesses and prospective home builders through their data base for those interested in the area. 

2. In conjunction with Cinergy they are providing a Community Resume’ marketing package.

3. They answer inquires related for site projects of which they have had a few lately.  This includes site elevation, topographical maps, and where natural gas lines are available. 

4. They did provide aerial photographs but Google now has those available now.  The Alliance may provide photographs for special projects.

5. The Alliance is working with existing businesses to hook them up with funding if needed. The last project they had in Cicero was Komputrol. This funding could be for expanding, either on site or a new location.

6. The Alliance will have a new website by the end of the year with information on each Community.

7. Mr. Burt said that they now have available a Regional Project Assessment System Economic and Revenue Impact Software to help interested parties do a better analysis of a proposed project.  Mr. Burt gave the Town a copy of the software and said that there would be training on the program the Town was welcome to attend.
8. The Alliance is working with the Schools to provide classes on Entrepreneurship to high school students.  This will begin this fall at Hamilton Heights.

9. Finally Mr. Burt said that the Alliance was available to assist with grants and reports for the Town when needed free of charge.. 

Ms. Ross inquired about a grocery store in Cicero. Mr. Burt said that they would continue to update material to market a grocery but that it was a matter of roof tops needed to support a grocery. 

Mr. Holliday inquired about CVS or Walgreens.  Mr. Burt said that he had nothing specific at this time.  Mr. Holliday inquired about infrastructure being in place and Mr. Burt said having infrastructure in place as undoubtedly an asset. 
Mr. Bislich said that Cicero had utility and drainage issues in the areas zoned for business.  Mr. Bislich said that some of the pieces are in place but the rest just needs to be figured out. 

Mr. Foster inquired about who the Council’s contact was and Mr. Burt said that he was. Mr. Foster said that he did not want Cicero to be overlooked if Mr. Burt covered the entire county.
Mr. Burt said that Cicero had some resources that other communities did not which gave it an advantage.  Having utilities at property edge it would be advantage and the Rail Road is another issue.  Mr. Harvey said that he was the Council representative to the Alliance and that he was comfortable that Mr. Burt was looking out for Cicero’s interest.  Mr. Foster said that he would like a report every three months or so to see what was going on.  Mr. Burt could give that information to Ms. Blake.

Mr. Foster made a motion to untable.  Mrs. Ross seconded, passed

Mr. Holliday made a motion to approve paying the bill to the Alliance.  Mr. Foster seconded, passed. 

New Business

Council To Discuss Stormwater Inspection, Violation, And Reporting.
Ms. Blake explained to the Council that there was some confusion as to who was supposed to be checking and reporting Stormwater violations.  Mr. Holliday said that during the subdivision portion the Engineer was responsible and that during the final inspection the engineer, utilities, and inspector should point out any problems.  Utilities need to maintain and problems need to be reported to Ms. Blake.  There is a form to complete for violations.  Mr. Bislich said that by law the home builder had to keep a report once a week of stormwater problems.  Streets, sewer, etc are the town’s responsibility.  Mr. Bislich is not responsible for the building stage for stormwater on the development of the property.  Mr. Holliday said that if there is a problem the builder should be approached and he thought that someone from the utilities’ staff was doing those inspections.  Mr. Kiphart said that his inspectors should also keep an eye on the individual home sites.  Mr. Comer said there was a problem with a vacate lot in Greystone where they park equipment and then drag mud out on the streets. Mr. Kiphart said that Mr. Comer should fill out a report and give it to Ms. Blake.  Ms. Blake said that she had received no reports and that it was unclear as to who was to do the inspections. Ms. Blake said that she and Mr. Comer thought that it was Mr. Bislich,  The discussion continued.  Mr. Harvey instructed Ms. Blake to set up a meeting with Pat Comer, Garry Cook, and Chuck Kiphart to come up with a protocol as to how this process should work. 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT

President Harvey informed the Council that he had a letter for all to sign thanking the Noblesville Fire Department for loaning the Town a Fire Engine while Cicero’s was in for repair.
President Harvey asked Mr. Ford Hebner to discuss an issue with the Council at this time regarding the Economic Development Committee (EDC).  Mr. Hebner said that he had worked with Mr. Burt at the Alliance and was happy with his work.  Mr. Hebner said that new things were happening in Cicero.  The Convention & Visitors Bureau is working to get a 2% additional room tax on hotel rooms that would help our area and bring Hamilton in line with the other donut counties around Indianapolis.  Mr. Hebner said that the reason he wanted to talk to the Council is that Art Hall would like to have a community wide project that would be a Go-Kart Race.  The race would be a day and a half of activities.  Mr. Hall believes this would be good for the community and on August 9th he is having an information meeting for anyone that would like to come and find out how it all works and get any questions answered.  Mr. Hebner said that his question to the Council was; Is the Council interested in have the committee move forward with this Community project of the Go-kart Race?  It would involve closing some roads.  Mr. Harvey asked the Council and they were in agreement to move forward with the project. 
President Harvey informed everyone that they had a good meeting with Brad Johnson on July 27th at Red Bridge regarding the Downtown Enhancement Project.  Mr. Harvey said that he had information that he would present to small groups and that there would be information on the website to share.  

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Nothing 

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS.

There was a question about the Cicero Jackson Township Sub-division and Zoning Ordinance that Mr. Johnson at Ground Rules was working on.  Ms. Blake said that she had a copy and that it was on Cicero’s website.  Mr. Kiphart said that there were some changes and Ms. Blake said that Mr. Johnson knew that and would make those changes when they are ready.  Ms. Blake said that she would get a copy to the Plan Commission.
Ms. Unger reminded the Council that there would be Public Hearing on the Budget at the next Council Meeting. 

Mr. Kirk Demaree informed the Council that the Langsford fence situation had been tabled twice and postponed indefinitely at the BZA.  
Ms. Unger said that the Council needed to approve Mr. Harvey signing the Bid Documents for the Sidewalk project.  Mr. Holliday made a motion to allow Mr. Harvey to sign the Bid Document for the Sidewalk project.  Mrs. Ross seconded, passed. 

Final Comments From Citizens

Nothing.
Signatures on Official Documents!

Mrs. Ross made a motion to adjournment the Town Council Meeting. Mr. Holliday seconded.  Motion to adjournment passed. 

________________________ 

________________________

Carl A. Harvey




Brett S. Foster






________________________ 

________________________
William L Holliday




Wilma K. Ross

________________________

Brian P. Selwa




Attested:______________________





Jan Unger, Clerk Treasurer

Note: The Next Cicero Town Council Meeting will be on Tuesday, August 15, 2006 7:30 PM
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